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How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all students in a diverse 
classroom using renewed curriculum?

Session 1: Getting to know students from a strength based perspective

Session 2: Determining the grade level learning standards

Session 3: Developing asset based learning continuums for grade level curriculum

Session 4: Using asset based learning continuums to extend grade level curriculum

Session 5: Inclusive and standards based assessment



Series Guiding Question: 

How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all students in a diverse classroom using renewed 
curriculum?

Session 2 goals:

• I understand that students are diverse and that planning for them requires anticipating variability rather 

than homogeneity

• I know some curricular design strategies that allow all students to access grade level curriculum

• I know that determining the grade level learning standards first will promote Universal Design for Learning 

strategies that increase access and success for all learners

• I can inclusively and collaboratively plan using grade level curriculum so that all students can access and 

show growth over time

• I am inclusive and believe that ALL students, regardless of their ability, can access grade level curriculum

2023
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Thinking back 

• What did you try since last session?
• What are you noticing?
• What questions are coming up?
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Series Guiding Question: How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all students in a diverse 
classroom using renewed curriculum?
• I understand that students are diverse and that planning for them requires anticipating variability rather than homogeneity
• I know that getting to know students from their perspectives allows us to design for them in ways that preserve the integrity of the  diversity
• I can gather data about my students that can inform our curricular design, and that highlights students strengths, interests, and identities
• I am inclusive and believe that ALL students, regardless of their ability, can access grade level curriculum

Task: Getting to know students Time: Before the next session (Oct 30, 2024) Supports & Strategies

I NEED 
to…

• Choose a target class and a target student
• Reflect on what you know so far about the target student AND the class 

dimensions (identities, strengths, interests, needs, stretches)

• Choice of target class and 
student

• Choice of task challenge

On Series Dashboard
• Access to session handouts
• Access to data collection 

strategies and templates

I MUST… • Gather data from the students’ perspectives about their dimensions (as a class or 
as a grade)

• Gather data from target student (providing supports where needed to capture 
their voice)

I CAN… • Collate the data collected from students (as a class or grade cohort) to find 
trends and patterns

I 
COULD…

• Reflect on the needs of the class using the needs-based reflection and prioritize 
3-5 to target

• Complete the Class Review

I can TRY 
to…

• Using the data collected from the target student, create a Student Profile

Start 
Here
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Evidence of Learning: Choose your Challenge



CURRICULUM & 
ASSESSMENT 

DESIGN

INSTRUCTIONAL 
DESIGN

Adjustable Supports & Strategies
NEEDS BASED 

DESIGN

What grade level curriculum are we using?
What are the learning standards?

What are the student needs?
What barriers are getting in the way?
What do student require to navigate 

needs & barriers?

How will students show growth 
within the learning standard?

How do we know?

Student choice of tools and actions

Who are the pilots?
What are their dimensions?

Where is their agency?

Students

2023
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Goal: get a coffee
Barrier: Stairs
Options: Stairs, Ramp, Railing etc.



UBD: Determining the Learning Standard

Standards-based evaluation

Standardized evaluation

Standards-based curriculum

Standardized curriculum



UBD: Determining the Learning Standard

Standards-based evaluation

Standardized evaluation

Standards-based curriculum

Standardized curriculum

Goal: get a coffee

Stairs

Ramp

Railing



Activity/Task 

Grade Level Goals

Grade Level Goals

Adapted Goals

Modified Goals

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Forward Design

Same for Everyone

Same for Everyone

Differentiated

Differentiated
Backward Design

McTigue, 2010

Compromises the 
integrity of 
evaluation

Does not 
compromise the 
integrity 
evaluation

Standards Based

Standardized

UBD: Determining the Learning Standard

The goal doesn’t change, even if we add more options to meet it



What types of goal are in the curriculum?

• Content
• What do we need to know?

• Process
• What do we need to do?

Backwards Design: Previous Curriculum



What do we need to KNOW?

What do we need to DO?

Who do we need to BECOME?

Shelley Moore, 2107

Backwards Design

What do we need to UNDERSTAND?







BIG IDEA

Content

Curricular 
Competencies

Core 
Competencies
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Context
Place/ Strengths/ Interests/ 

Inquiry/ provides context to help 
students to understand

Scope & Sequence
Knowledge base needed to develop 

competencies

Responsive
Formative assessment helps us to 

determine which competencies skills 
to develop

Responsive
Students decide/co-decide which core 

competencies to develop 

Shelley Moore, 2021





Backwards Design

1. Turn the Big Ideas into unit 
guiding questions

2. Identify the content 
standards for the unit and 
highlighted important 
vocabulary

3. We identify the curricular 
competency standards for the 
unit and highlighted important 
vocabulary

Grade: Subject Area: Planning Team:

Big Idea(s): What do I need to 
Understand? 

Unit Guiding Question(s):

Key Vocabulary:

Curricular Language
Student Friendly 

Language

What do students need 
to know?
Content standards

I know

What do students need 
to do?
Curricular Competency 
standards

I can

What do students need 
to do?
Curricular Competency 
standards

I can

What do students need 
to do?
Curricular Competency 
standards

I can

4. We rewrite the standards into student friendly language using I know/I can statements







Grade: 9 Subject Area: Science Planning Team: Colleen and Shelley

Big Ideas: Students will understand that the 
electron arrangement of atoms impacts their 
chemical nature.

Teacher Provocation: How does the organization of 
electrons in atoms impact their chemical nature?

Student Generated Questions:

Vocabulary to know 
and use

Electron, atom, chemical nature, element properties, periodic table, compounds, 
pattern, trend, data, inconsistencies, data, variables, scientific concepts

Question, predict, observe, process, analyze, apply, 
innovate, draw conclusions, transfer, apply

Unit Goals Learning Standard Student Friendly Language

Content Goal Students will know element properties as organized in 
the periodic table

I know that there are patterns used in the periodic table
I know that the periodic table organizes elements by their properties

Content Goal Students will know that the arrangement of electrons 
determines the compounds formed by elements

I know that electrons determine which elements make compounds

Curricular 
Competency:

Students will be able to question and predict by …making 
observations aimed at identifying their own questions, including 
increasingly complex ones, about the natural world

I can question and predict by asking questions about what I am 
observing

Students will be able to process and analyze by…seeking and 
analyzing patterns, trends, and connections in data, including 
describing relationships between variables (dependent and 
independent) and identifying inconsistencies

I can process and analyze data by seeing patterns and trends in data; by 
finding connections in data and information; by describing relationships 
between variables; by finding inconsistencies in data

Students will be able to process and analyze by…using 
knowledge of scientific concepts to draw conclusions that are 
consistent with evidence

I can process and analyze data by using what I know about scientific 
concepts to draw conclusions

Students will be able to apply and innovate by…transferring and 
applying learning to new situations

I can apply and innovate by transferring and applying what I am learning 
to new situations

Core Competency 
Goal

We can communicate by…

Backwards Design Planning Dr. Shelley Moore, 2024

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/9/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/9/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/9/core
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Series Guiding Question: How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all students in a diverse 
classroom using renewed curriculum?
• I understand that students are diverse and that planning for them requires anticipating variability rather than homogeneity
• I know some curricular design strategies that allow all students to access grade level curriculum
• I know that determining the grade level learning standards first will promote Universal Design for Learning strategies that increase access and success 

for all learners
• I can inclusively and collaboratively plan using grade level curriculum so that all students can access and show growth over time
• I am inclusive and believe that ALL students, regardless of their ability, can access grade level curriculum

Task: Getting to know students Time: Before the next session (Nov 21, 2024) Supports & Strategies

I NEED 
to…

• Choose a unit and a planning partner
• Choose 1-2 Big Ideas that you want to target in this unit

• Choice of subject area
• Choice of task challenge

On Series Dashboard
• Access to session handouts
• Access to planning templates
• Access to examples

I MUST… • Choose the content goals that you want to teach, target and assess in this unit
• Choose the curricular competency goals that you want teach, target and assess 

in this unit

I CAN… • Either in your planning team or with the students, choose the core competency 
goal(s) that you want to teach, target and get students to self assess in this unit

I 
COULD…

• Either in your planning team or with the students, translate the learning 
standards into student friendly language, pulling out vocabulary words as you go

I can TRY 
to…

• Either in your planning team or with the students, develop some guiding 
questions to inquiry into in this unit based

Start 
Here
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Next Steps

• What do you want to do before next session?
• What do you need to be able to meet that goal?
• What evidence of learning will you bring back to 

the next session?



Series Guiding Question: 

How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all students in a diverse classroom using renewed 
curriculum?

Session 2 goals:

• I understand that students are diverse and that planning for them requires anticipating variability rather 

than homogeneity

• I know some curricular design strategies that allow all students to access grade level curriculum

• I know that determining the grade level learning standards first will promote Universal Design for Learning 

strategies that increase access and success for all learners

• I can inclusively and collaboratively plan using grade level curriculum so that all students can access and 

show growth over time

• I am inclusive and believe that ALL students, regardless of their ability, can access grade level curriculum
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How can we inclusively plan for, teach, and assess all 
students in a diverse classroom?

Session 3: Developing asset-based learning continuums

Bring back what you tried to the next session
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