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• Believing that ANY and ALL students can learn in ANY and ALL 
contexts because accessing learning does not rely on pre-
requisites

• Focusing on what students CAN do and where they COULD be, 
instead of what they CAN’T do and where they SHOULD be

• Build on the strengths of students to contribute to their 
communities, teach others and facilitate a sense of belonging

• Harness the strengths of students to build on their stretches, 
or get better at things that are hard

A  strength-based  PERSPECTIVE IS…

2023



leads to 
greater access 
to grade level 

curriculum and 
peers

leads to 
decisions 

based on high 
expectations 

leads to 
presuming 

student 
competence

Looking at 
students 
through a 
strength-

based lens

Results in 
increases in 
student learning, 
achievement and 
quality of life 
after school

WHY A  strength-based  PERSPECTIVE?
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“Even if we are wrong about a 
students’ capabilities to access and 
learn grade level curriculum with 
their peers, the consequences of that 
presumption being wrong are not as 
dangerous as not holding high 
expectations.”

-Cheryl Jorgenson
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HOW CAN WE

strength-based

shift our practice

TOWARDS A

PERSPECTIVE?



“When a flower doesn’t bloom, 

you fix the environment in 

which it grows, not the 

flower.”
-Alexander den Heijer
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Why Student Voice?

Needs more 
light

Needs more 
moisture

Needs more 
space

The plant TELLS and SHOWS us what it needsMoore, 2023
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Strengths

Interests@mrsmacskinders



Needs

@mrsmacskinders



Stretches
@mrsmacskinders







Richardson Elementary



S, Moore, 2023

Getting to Know Children & Family Dimensions – Family Interview
Child: Child: Child: Child: Child:

What are the identities of your 
child and your family?

What are the identities of your 
child and your family?

What are the identities of your 
child and your family?

What are the identities of your 
child and your family?

What are the identities of your 
child and your family?

What are the interests of your 
child and your family?

What are the interests of your 
child and your family?

What are the interests of your 
child and your family?

What are the interests of your 
child and your family?

What are the interests of your 
child and your family?

What are the strengths of your 
child?

What are the strengths of your 
child?

What are the strengths of your 
child?

What are the strengths of your 
child?

What are the strengths of your 
child?

What is hard for your child in 
this community? What do they 
need support with?

What is hard for your child in 
this community? What do they 
need support with?

What is hard for your child in 
this community? What do they 
need support with?

What is hard for your child in 
this community? What do they 
need support with?

What is hard for your child in 
this community? What do they 
need support with?

What is getting in the way for 
your child to feel a sense of 
belonging and success in this 
community? What is getting in 
the way for the family?

What is getting in the way for 
your child to feel a sense of 
belonging and success in this 
community? What is getting in 
the way for the family?

What is getting in the way for 
your child to feel a sense of 
belonging and success in this 
community? What is getting in 
the way for the family?

What is getting in the way for 
your child to feel a sense of 
belonging and success in this 
community? What is getting in 
the way for the family?

What is getting in the way for 
your child to feel a sense of 
belonging and success in this 
community? What is getting in 
the way for the family?
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Where do we find information about the 
needs of a specific plant?



2023

THE 
SEED 

PACKET



Name: __________________                                                    Grade:  _______

Thank You For helping me GROW

Identities: I am…

• _________________________

• _________________________

• _________________________

• _________________________

• _________________________

Interests: I really like and/or what to learn more about:

Strengths: I am really good at and/or could teach others:

Goals: I want to grow in these areas:

Supports: I need this in my garden to grow:

Barriers: This is what makes it hard for me to grow:

Growth Year: ______________

Needs: I need this support in these areas to grow:

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

• ____________________

• ____________________

• ____________________
_

• ____________________

• ____________________

• ____________________
_

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

Strategy 1:
 

My I.E.Pea 
Seed Packet

Moore, 2023



Name: Conor G.    Grade: 1

Thank You For helping me GROW

Identities: I am…
• Joyful, funny & dramatic!
• I am so loving! 
• I use English, visual and ASL 

languages to communicate
• I am part of the DS community 

and have a strong inclusive 
school community

• My family enjoys some 
Caribbean traditions and food 
because that is where my mom 
grew up!

Interests: I really like and/or what to learn more about:

Strengths: I am really good at and/or could teach others:

Goals: I want to grow in these areas:

Supports: I need this in my garden to grow:

Barriers: This is what makes it hard for me to grow:

Growth Year:

Needs: I need this support in these areas to grow:

• Music, dancing, books, outdoor play, Disney princesses, water 
and water play, jumping, long hair, fruit, popcorn, ice cream

• Visual, musical, following routines
• helping the teacher, receptive language, empathetic, 

motivated to please, reading 

• I can help my classmates to understand that with the right 
supports in place, you are capable of anything. Even if others 
(or yourself) think that you can’t

1. Being aware of when I am/ am not safe
2. Communicating what I need and want
3. Social connections and interactions
4. Fine motor skills
5. Being independent

• Communication
• Social Skills
• Physical

• Being respected and included in all aspects of community, 
“first/then” language, lots of praise, time for transition with 
verbal and visual cues, lots of repetition, appropriate supports 
and strategies, patience, getting a specific job, silly and 
exciting language

• Negative or forceful comments, expectations without supports 
or strategies in place, bring rushed, taking behaviour 
personally, unclear directions, too many instructions at once, 
when people assume that I am not capable 

• Hearing
• Vision

Student & 
Family/ 

Community 
Voice

Moore, 2023













Name: Juniper    Grade: 2

Thank You For helping me GROW

Identities: I am…

Interests: I really like and/or what to learn more about:

Strengths: I am really good at and/or could teach others:

Goals: I want to grow in these areas:

Supports: I need this in my garden to grow:

Barriers: This is what makes it hard for me to grow:

Growth Year: 2022

Needs: I need this support to grow:

Student 
Voice

Moore, 2023





How do we 
include people 

with disabilities?

How do we teach 
to diversity?
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WHAT IS inclusion ?



What is one useful idea?
What is one thing you want to focus on in your 
context?
What is one thing you want to think more about?
What is one thing you want to learn more about?
What is one thing you want to share with someone 
who is not here today?
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